REVIEWS OF BOOKS 


Rectal and Anal Surgery, With Description of the Secret 
Methods of the Itinerant Specialists. By Edward Andrews, 
M.D., LL.D., and Edward Wyllvs Andrews, A.M., M.D. Second 
Edition revised and enlarged with illustrations and formulary, Svo. 
pp. 140. Chicago. W. T. Keener. 1SS9. 

This is an attractive manual, well printed and copiously illustrated. 
The authors in their preface state that it has been written for the pur¬ 
pose of diffusing more widely information upon (1) what are the best 
modern methods of diagnosis and treatment in rectal and anal diseases 
known to the regular medical profession ? and (2) what are the secret 
methods ol so-called rectal specialists, and what is their value ? 

It would seem that during the last fifteen years ; n epidemic of rectal 
specialists has prevailed in the Mississippi Valley, and that their suc¬ 
cess in curing piles “without pain or operation” by certain secret 
methods had been such as to give them great reputation and to cast 
much discredit on the regular profession. These methods of the 
charlatans are shown in this book to be often inefficient and some¬ 
times dangerous, and their frequent apparent superiority to the work 
of regular practitioners to be due only to neglect in the study and treat¬ 
ment of common surgical affections of the rectum and anus upon the 
part of the latter. 

The present work assumes to be practical in its scope, and accord- 
inglv gives a minor place to historical and theoretical considerations 
for which the reader is referred to the works of others. 
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The book begins with a very brief description of the anatomy of the 
lower rectum and anus. Then follows a chapter on methods of ex¬ 
amination. Of course thoroughness of examination is insisted upon. 
Nothing is said however of the fact that in many cases the requisite 
thoroughness of examination can only be secured by the help of a pre¬ 
liminary an.-esthesia. Indeed it is safe to say that examinations which 
are worthy of the name of “thorough” can not be otherwise made. 
The authors recommend the use of a ‘•full sized" tubular speculum 
whenever a critical inspection of every point in the rectal walls is de¬ 
sired, even for parts near the outlet. They do not, however, define 
what constitutes a “full-sized” tube to do the work set for it; however, 
its size must be sufficient in any given case to distend the rectum and 
efface its folds. A tube which will do this must be a cylinder of no 
mean dimensions, and there is reason to doubt whether in any case 
such a tube is ever used. Those who would banish tubular specula 
from rectal as well as vaginal examinations have much to support their 
position. Some sort of a valued speculum which, after having been 
introduced, can have its blades separated at the will of the examiner 
so as to fully distend the rectum, and by various adjustments to expose 
any part to be examined, certainly makes thorough examination of the 
lower rectum much more easy and certain than a tubular instrument. 
The criticism made by the authors against certain valued specula 
named, that the blades are too short, has no weight, for there is noth¬ 
ing to prevent the blades from being made longer. A more reasona 
ble criticism would have been that these instruments were too compli¬ 
cated in their mechanism, for equally efficient and much simpler valued 
specula than those figured in this book may be. obtained. 

The largest chapter, and evidently the one in which the most work 
has bben put, is the one devoted to the consideration of “Hremorrhoids 
or Piles.” Though the discussion of the etiology and pathology of 
piles is all too brief, there is a passing reference to what the authors 
call a remarkable erectile power manifested by htemorhoidal tumors. 
Had the authors amplified this idea, and demonstrated—as certainly 
can be done—that a large proportion of these tumors are identical in 
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their structure with angeiomatous tumors in other parts of the body, 
they would have established a broad and excellent foundation tor the 
discussion of the treatment oi the affection. The principles which de¬ 
termine the treatment of vascular tumors in general are equally ap¬ 
plicable to the treatment of such tumors at the anal verge, and when 
surgeons begin to recognize this fact, and teachers begin to align their 
teaching in accordance with it. then the treatment of piles will be lifted 
out of the slough of empiricism and partisanship in which it has 
hitherto been mired. 

In regard to treatment of piles, after a paragraph devoted to some 
judicious and excellent recommendations as to the hygiene of the rec¬ 
tum, and a reference to the possible value in some cases of simple 
dilatation of the sphincters, the treatment bv ligature is taken up. In 
almost all internal haemorrhoids the ligature is advised on account of 
its claimed superior safety. A preliminary forced dilatation of the 
sphincters is even said to be unnecessary in a large proportion of 
cases. The injection into piles of coagulati" 7 and irritating fluids is 
condemned as dangerous. It is by his work .n expressing the methods 
of itinerant quacks in the use of the injection method of treating piles 
that Dr. Andrews is especially known. He states that of 3.304 cases 
reported to him, in which this method was used, there were 13 deaths, 
besides a large number of dangerous abscesses, sloughing and hasmor* 
rhages. It ought not to be overlooked, however, that doubtless when 
it became known that the author was collecting statistics on this sub¬ 
ject, the disasters were reported to him in undue proportion, and that 
the real proportion of disasters is less than these figures would show. 
The reckless use by ignorant men of any method of treatment might 
easily bring it into disrepute and cause an appalling list of disasters to 
accumulate, chargeable to it. We are inclined to think that the un¬ 
avoidable danger inherent in the use of coagulating injections into 
piles are exaggerated by these authors, and that in quite a considerable 
proportion of cases, this method will be found to be the one most 
feasible, and equally safe with any other. Within a short time two 
cases have come to our personal notice in whicn death has followed 
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the use of the ligature for piles although applied by surgeons of emi¬ 
nent ability. Were we to be influenced by these cases alone, the liga¬ 
ture would be abandoned altogether. But over against them we find 
the experience of another surgeon who has had but one death in more 
than 4,000 cases, and the ligature resumes its place as a fairly safe re¬ 
source. 

The clamp and cautery, and the vcraseur, the actual cautery and 
potential caustics are mentioned, but very briefly. The authors ap¬ 
parently have no use for them. This chapter closes with a description 
of the method of excision of haemorrhoids advocated by Mr. White- 
head, of England. The authors have never practiced the operation, 
and decline to use it. The objections urged by them are (1) that tor¬ 
sion of the arterioles cut during the operation is not a sufficiently se¬ 
cure method of guarding againt haemorrhage, and (2) that union by first 
intention will not always take place and that in the event of its failure, 
subsequent stricture is likely to follow. With regard to the first of these 
objections, however, one is led to inquire why not tie the arteries, if tor¬ 
sion is unreliable. With regard to the second objection it is sufficient 
say that to whatever the unpleasant sequke which in the experience of 
some operators have attended this operation, stricture is not one of them. 

This operation, it seems to us, is worthy of much more commendation 
than is here accorded it. It commends itself as a scientific surgical pro¬ 
cedure to one who appreciates the pathological anatomy of the disease 
which is to be removed. It is not, however, a procedure which is likely 
to be undertaken by gentlemen having little experience in practical 
surgical work. It has its special indication in the more extensive and 
aggravated points of hemorrhoidal disease. Such cases should be re¬ 
ferred for treatment, not to persons skilled only in what might be called 
tittivating methods of local treatment, but to general surgeons who 
have the skill and experience requisite for carrying out a major surgi¬ 
cal procedure. 

Brief chapters on Proctitis and on diseases of the Sacculi Horneri 
are followed by a chapter devoted to Ischio-rectal abscesses and to 
Fistulte in Ano. Division by the knife and packing is the method 
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recommended for attacking such fistula; as need operative relief. The 
possibility of dissecting out certain fistula; and securing primary union 
of the wound left is not suggested It is plainly and well stated that 
by proper attention to drainage and the use of stimulating antiseptic 
applications many cases of anal fistula; may be brought to a spontan¬ 
eous healing without recourse to any cutting operation. For fistula; of 
the anus a simple incision a little longer than the fissure itself, along 
the deepest part of the fissure through one-third or one-half of the 
thickness of the sphincter is recommended as being quite sufficient to 
secure a radical cure. 

Prolapse of the rectum, Polypus, Stricture are next in turn consid¬ 
ered. A short chapter is also given to Malignant Tumors of the Rec¬ 
tum and anus. Then Malformations of the Rectum, Pruritus Ani, and 
Mechanical Injuries are in turn treated of. A collection of about 50 
formula; or medicaments for local use closes the volume. 

The work is well written and is clear and forcible in its phraseology. 
It is not intended to be an exhaustive treatise on the subjects taken in 
it. The authors have well fulfilled the task set before them, and the 
work cannot fail to be of great use in diffusing a sound knowledge of 
rectal and anal surgery. 

L. S. Pilcher. 


The American Armamentarium Chirurgicum. New York, George 

Tiemann & Co., Imp. Svo., pp. S62. 

This is primarily an instrument-maker’s catalogue and price list, but 
it is put in a shape that it makes it practically a treatise on surgical in¬ 
struments and operative surgery. Over 3400 engravings illustrate the 
instruments, and very many of them are accompanied by text descrip¬ 
tions of the purposes and manner of their use Usually this text is a 
reprint from articles written by the original devisers of the instrument. 
In turning over the pages of this book we have been greatly interested. 
The future student of the history of surgical technics will find this work 
a rich mine for his explorations. For every-day reference, the surgeon 



